Antelope Horn
Newsletter of the
Kern-Antelope Historical Society, Inc.
PO Box 1255 Rosamond, CA 93560

December, 2017
Meetings:
Regular Meetings: 2nd
Thursday, monthly
(except July & August).
Business Session: 5 pm, at
the Wanda Kirk Library
3611 Rosamond Blvd.,
Rosamond, CA. All are
welcome. Exceptions to
this location will be
announced in the
newsletter and at our
website.

December Christmas Dinner Social: Thursday, December 14th at
5 pm at the Greenhouse Cafe.
You still have time to make your reservations for the
Christmas dinner at the Greenhouse Cafe. Cost is $18
a person for a delicious turkey dinner with all the fixings,
along with a chance to brush up on some Rosamond
history.
Payment is due Friday, December 8th. Mail to the Kern Antelope Historical
Society (see back of newsletter) or hand it to Gretchen, the president, or
Fran, the treasurer.
The Greenhouse Cafe is located at 1169 Commerce Center Dr. in Lancaster, at
the west end of the Target Center.

Program: 5:30 pm, following
the business session.

If you’ve been in the AV long, you will probably recognize Lancaster Blvd. and one of the Christmas parades from
long ago. Safeway, Sav-on and California Bank are among the businesses no longer there. Notice the small
Christmas tree lot at the left of the photo. And check out the shirt sleeves, it must have been a warm ‘summery’
day. It was a different era when a market advertised “Open Sundays”.
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The following article is from one of our KAHS books available for sale. It is quite interesting, mentioning
a lot of things in the Antelope Valley but it would be great to be able to ask the author, (who is unknown)
for a lot more ‘details’ as this recollection raises many questions. Perhaps people in the early 1900’s
would have recognized a lot of the people and places mentioned and had a more complete
understanding of this story. Still it gives us a taste of life in the pioneer days of the Antelope Valley. The
story is presented just as written by the author.

THE STORY OF MR. AND MRS. JOHN A.
STUCKEY
from Antelope Valley Pioneers, published by
Kern Antelope Historical Society, Inc.
I came here in 1892 and Mr. Stuckey came
in 1888. I came sixteen miles east of here.
We went out the Sierra Madre road and settled
out by those Buttes. We lived ten miles from
Stories or six miles from Butterworth’s old
mill.
They had a school there at that time. Then
Wineharts came. Everything is gone there
now. There were a lot of stock men out there,
and there were seventeen windmills. One
family started a little ranch out there. They
took up a homestead and couldn’t do
anything with the land, so they left. Wise
people.
The cattle ranged out through the Wilsona
district. We ranged two hundred cattle at that
time. Butterworth and I worked together. The
school was on the east side. Wineharts,
Freur, and a lot of people came in for a little
while. The John Brown colony was started
out there. They started after we were here.
There were quite a few people there when we
came. There were forty at our house party.
They located the people down in the flat for a
little while. The colony was close to the
Wilson & Moore. They didn’t have the water
to keep them there, though. We had to buy
everything by the case, because it would take
a whole day to come in to Lancaster. We
would get sides of bacon and ham and cans
of salmon and corned beef. We also made a
lot of jerkey. You cut it, then dip it in hot
brine, and hang it on the wash line and dry it
in the sun. Sometimes we canned our meat.

We packed it in jars and sealed it up tight.
The round made the best jerkey. We did this
in the summer because you could dry your
meat then. The hot brine sears it.
I had to drive in by myself. I had a horse
and buggy. We lived seven miles out. We
lived two years in the Butterworth ranch.
Then we lived at Pallets two years. We went
up there about 1896. We raised potatoes
there. Then we moved down to the brick
house and we lived there for six years. We
bought that place with a flowing well, one
hundred and sixty acres of land and the brick
house for $460.00, and we sold it for $2000.00
and since then it has been sold for six to eight
thousand. We sold out to the Sierra Madre
people in 1902.
The school house was a cabin that
someone had gone away and left. They had
good soil out there. It is a sediment soil. I
haven’t been there for ten years. They
pumped all the water out of the Buckhorn
Spring. My idea is that there is a basin under
it and they pumped all the water out. I bossed
at the Spring in 1889, the first winter I came
here. We ran pipe in that spring 40 feet. They
flowed a stream of water of 25 inches. It was
a big stream of water. There were little ponds
all around it. There was another spring below
it.
In the winter time some Tehachapi people
brought down from five to seven or eight
thousand head of cattle. They ran them all
over the Valley They rode them from the
Mojave River down through Grape Vine.
There were some fields around Elizabeth
Lake. We had to go on a round-up. Some
days there were cattle on the Mojave River
and east of the river in the mountains. Harry
Butterworth came in 1890. Up on Kern River
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Just some thoughts; Who do you think wrote the article? Mrs Stuckey? What was the
Sierra Madre Road? Little Lake, Grape Vine, “the brick house” - where are these places
today? Do you have any old-timers you could go to who might remember some of these
things?. Can you record some history of the Valley? Can you share any history with us?

THE STORY OF MR. AND MRS. JOHN A.
STUCKEY, continued.
there were a lot of cattle around the Kern
Springs. In counting those brought down for
winter, I would say there were seven or eight
thousand head. They had run cattle long
before I came here.
Maya Frenchman lived up at Elizabeth
Lake. Mrs. Maxwell ran cattle out there. They
drove them to Los Angeles. Cattle were
cheap when I came here. In the summer of
1889 I took my first bunch of cattle to Los
Angeles. I think we had about four hundred
head. We took them away down to the city.
We fed them on beet tops. We watered our
cattle in Los Angeles River by Universal City,
then we drove over the hill and there was an
old hotel and saloon where the railroad tracks
are on the right side of Hollywood Hill. Then
we stopped to get a drink and drive down to
Hollywood Hill and guard the cattle for the
night. Down there they didn’t seem to raise
anything but a little celery, hay, and few
oranges.
When I first came here there were quite a
few antelope out west. Near Indian Water
there was a band of sixty antelopes. It is at
the foot of the red-brown mountain east of
Rosamond by Dry Lake. Then there was
another band out around Muroc. I guess
there were 75 or 80 in that bunch. Hitte
bought a bunch of cattle off of Frakes and he
had five tame antelope there. We had to keep
the door shut to keep the antelope out, or
they would eat the paper off the wall. They
were as gentle as dogs. Frakes would catch
them as little things. There were quite a few
antelope out at the west end. The people
killed them off. They used to kill them off for
the hides and sell them. They ran in the

mountains in the summer time and when it
snowed int he mountains they came down
into the valley.
The cattle watering places were Willow
Springs, a spring north of Rosamond (3 or 4
miles) they used to call it Fredrick Springs,
Indian water three miles east of Rosamond,
Love Joy Springs and another spring west of
Fairmont. Duharts still have cattle out at
Fairmont. Munzes, Ritters, and the Roof
brothers still have cattle.
Butterworth came in about 1889-90 and
took up a homestead then he bought some
land at Buck Horn. Butterworth bought his
own cattle. He started with about 270 head.
He made quite a bit of money. His wife had a
lot of money. He sold out to the Sierra Madre
poeple. We sold about 987 head, then I went
about 16 miles north of Barstow.
The farmers and cattle raisers had quite a
bit of trouble. They had to keep their cattle
out and they started fencing their farms.
Along about 1895-96 they started taking the
cattle out of the west end. Harry used to run
cattle north of Fairmont about 9 miles.
There were Indians when I came here.
They used to come down in back of Muroc
and hunt Antelope. I guess there would be 25
or 30. They camped along Little Lake. They
had some holes they would fill up when the
rains came along. Then there were some that
would come down to work. They were
peaceful, and very quiet.
A fellow out at the Buttes subdivided and
he had put up a sign with George Town on it.
He went back to Chicago and sold a lot of
land back there, and one man came out
inquiring for George Town, and nobody knew
where it was.
Date written is unknown
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“John Stuckey built this
early Rosamond building
before 1900. It was
Rosamond’s first store, hotel
and post office. It is now
located at the foot of Tropico
Mine.”
Antelope Valley Pioneers
Ella Kenton and her
brother George lived in the
Stuckey Bldg. after it’s
commercial use, followed by
Mr. & Mrs. Rawley Duntley.
It was moved to Tropico in
the 60’s.
scvhistory.com
Ella Kinton, the first postmistress in Rosamond, is in
the black dress (center) and to her left is her uncle,
John Stuckey, with the white beard.

“John Stuckey on horse in front of
the Lancaster Western Hotel”
Antelope Valley Pioneers
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The Kern Antelope Historical Society has lost one of it’s long-time members. We are
saddened to announce that Greta Castle passed away October 22. She was a member forty
years or more and served on the Board of Directors at times. Her support of the organization and
her friendship will be greatly missed.

New Members for 2018 - Welcome to KAHS:
Cindy Austin
Shannon Clark
Leslie De Santiago
Dena DeVeau
Brenda Deveau
Eunice Eisebraun
Jodi Feinstein
Betty Flores

Steve Genger
Shirley Gilmore
Graves-Gregg Family
George & Mary Green
Michael Grewe
Rick Guthlein
Sherrie Harris
Linda Ingram

Thom Johnson
Alinda Lord
Russell McKee
Therese & Ralph Melbar
Inga Nagel
Danny Reeves
Eugenia Jo Regan
Jayne Ridgway

Yolanda Sanchez
Randy & Terry Scott
Chris Spicher
Ivy Vasquez

New Business Members for 2018 - Thanks for your support of KAHS:
Auto Pros II
Century 21 / Daniel Landsgaard
J’s Hideaway

Patty Gardner Realty
Patty’s Café
Ramon’s

Slade Court Services
Tom’s Famous #28
Willow Wind Apartments

Special Area Event this Saturday, December 2 - Holidays on the Homestead
If you don’t have plans this weekend, you might want to check out this event at the Antelope Valley Indian
Museum from 5 - 8 pm Saturday night. This is the seventh annual celebration of Holidays on the Homestead.
Originally a 1930’s homestead, the historic grounds will be decorated in vintage holiday style and feature live
acoustic music around a campfire, a chili cook-off, tours of the grounds, a country craft boutique, real cowboy
coffee brewed over the fire, and hot chocolate or cider for the kids! Explore the unique hand-built museum and
whimsical grounds at night, with soft lighting and the smell of fresh greenery, and the wintery sky sparkling over
the desert. Special music around the campfire from cowboy-singer Michael Tcherkassky, “The Saddle
Serenader”. Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for ages 6-12 yrs. For more information go tohttp://
www.avim.parks.ca.gov/
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The Kern Antelope Historical Society greatly appreciates its business members.
We hope you will support them and say thanks when you see them.
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The Kern Antelope Historical Society greatly appreciates its business members.
We hope you will support them and say thanks when you see them.

Website: www.kahs1959.org
Email: info@kahs1959.org
Please visit the website for more information about Antelope Valley history.
Copies of recent newsletters are available, as well as other information. The
first online KAHS book is now available. Glimpse of the Prehistory of Antelope
Valley, by Stuart Glennan, is described as “Archaeological Investigations at the Sweetser site”.
We hope to be able to add other KAHS books in the future.
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For Sale by KAHS
Books - $10 Each:
1. Here Roamed the Antelope
2. Bears - Borax and Gold
3. Along the Rails from Lancaster to Mojave
4. The Antelopes Left and the Settle-ers Came
5. In Love with Life in Lancaster (Hard Times
1927-1932)
6. Antelope Valley Pioneers
7. Castles in the Valley – Shea’s Castle
8. A Page in the History of Antelope Valley: the
Arthur Pickus Story: His Home for Seventy Five
Years
9. Mojave, A Rich History of Rails, Mining and Flight
11. Gold-Fever - 40 Years Digging Antelope Valley
History
12. Antelope Valley News and Views During Part of
the Great Depression 1925-1935
Video DVD - $15: Antelope Valley Yesteryears
Maps - $4: Historic Settlers Circle Map
25% Discount to Members

2017-2018
Executive Board
Officers:
President: Gretchen Winfrey
Vice President: Delores Julian
Secretary: Janet Winters
Treasurer: Fran Thompson

winfrey@qnet.com
ddjulirosa@yahoo.com
poppiesrme@gmail.com
fthompson3828@sbcglobal.net

Directors At-Large:
George Fischer
Chavonne Sladek
Kathy Smith

WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.org EMAIL: info@kahs1959.org
General Meetings:
5:00 pm- Business Session, 5:30 pm - Program
Second Thursday of the Month, September through June
At Wanda Kirk County Library
3611 Rosamond Blvd.Rosamond, CA 93560
(Exceptions: June, September & December - to be announced)
Memberships:
$5 - Student & Military; $15 - Individual; $20 - Husband & Wife;
$30 - Family; $35 - Businesses

The Kern Antelope Historical Society was established in 1959 for the purpose of learning and preserving the
history of California, especially the Antelope Valley, which includes parts of Los Angeles and Kern counties.
Speakers are invited to talk at our monthly meetings about aspects of our various cultures. Subjects range from
Indians of the past to the Space Age. The Society offers field trips for members to significant locations in and
around the valley throughout the year. Come join us to learn more about the wonders of this area we live in and
also meet some new people.

KERN ANTELOPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 1255
ROSAMOND, CA 93560

