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Meeti ) Hello to all our Kern Antelope Historical Society Members and
eetngs: Friends.
Regular Meetings:
¢ 3rd Tuesday of the month (except July, % What: Christmas Dinner & Meeting

August); 5:30 pm. % When: THURSDAY, December 18, 2025 (NOT our normal
* Rosamond Public Library - meeting date!)
3611 Rosamond Blvd, Rosamond, CA % Time: 5:30 pm
Board Meetings: % Where: The Turf Club at Diamond Jim’s Casino
* 4th Thursday of the month as needed;

4 pm; all are welcome, email for

WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.org
EMAIL: info@kahs1959.org
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/KAHS1959/

directions to location.

The following article is a chapter from Grace Pickus’s book, A
Page in the History of Antelope Valley - The Arthur F. Pickus Story
- His Home for Seventy-five Years. In it she discusses many of the

changes seen by Pickus during his lifetime here in Antelope
Valley. From the prologue comes these words, “The mirror his
(Arthur’s) life holds up to the past reflects some of the truly
unique pictures of that life and of those time(s) and places. This
is one of the KAHS books, which are available for purchase at our
regular monthly meetings.

Chapter 22, p. 83-86 Keep in mind that this book was written in 1988.
CHANGES WERE A COMING

To start this chapter let’s recall two special events which took place in the late 1940’s and the mid '50’s. One of these gave the
people of this nation a good laugh and the other enabled them, and others around the world, to breath a prayer of relief and
thanksgiving. In 1948, Harry Truman had filled out the term of Franklin Delano Roosevelt who had died in office while president of
the United States. In August or September of 1948, when we learned that Truman’s presidential campaign train was going to stop
in Mojave, Arthur took the family up to see him and hear what he had to say. Bess Truman and daughter Margaret also came out
on the back platform of the train to smile and wave to the crowd. Arthur liked what “Give ‘em
hell Harry” had to say and even though he is a Republican, he later voted for Truman, not Tom
Dewey who was the candidate on the Republican ticket. Lots of other people voted for him
too but the pollsters, and the pundits and the news people just knew Dewey would be elected.
On election night the Chicago Tribune came out with a premature headline: “Dewey Defeats
Truman.” They had shown how poorly they read the will of the people, for when all the votes
were counted, Harry Truman was president again. The people who liked his spunk, who
tended to favor the underdog, had confounded the wise-guys. When we recall this twist in
history, | remember hearing the radio blaring his song: “I’'m Just Wild About Harry” and it still
brings a smile.

Truman holding a copy of the In the 1930’s, '40’s, and early ’50’s a terrible crippling disease called poliomyelitis (infantile
November 3, 1948, edition of paralysis) was epidemic in the United Stated [sic] and in several other nations of the world.
the Chicago Daily Tribune, with the That had been the disease which caused Franklin Roosevelt to wear heavy leg braces to enable
erroneous headline him to stand; it was a disease which most often attacked children and young people. Several

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki

of our friends had young ones who had fallen victim to this crippler and we feared for our
Dewey Defeats Truman

children also. As the summer weather came on, swimming pools were closed, parents warned
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their kids not to walk in the gutter water, not to play in stagnant water and other measures were taken to try to keep polio from
becoming epidemic. However this disease went to the highest and to the lowest with awful twisting deforming and often death-
dealing results.

Can you imagine the blessed flood of relief and thanksgiving which swept over us when in 1955 it was announced that the Dr.
Jonas Salk had developed a successful vaccine to prevent the disease? All young people were urged and most were eager to get the
first shots for immunization and the booster doses taken by mouth at prescribed intervals. Arthur and | took treatment along with
our children and we considered it a miracle that the fearful summertime scourge had ben conquered.

Arthur was still suffering somewhat even then from the effects of a severe case of whooping cough which had swept through our
family in 1952 or '53 when Edward was exposed at high school. Dr. Ray Senseman came to the house one evening and gave them all
(from Arthur at 41 to David at three years of age) the shot to prevent or at least to ease the disease. The treatment worked pretty
well for the young ones but Arthur coughed violently and excessively for too long a time. | had had whooping cough when | was
about five years old; it was not the practice when we were children to give every child a DPT shot as it is now.

The previous stories of the voters puncturing the pundits and of merciful advances in the medical field, are of both local and
national interest. Now let me record a few of the changes Arthur has seen take place in the Antelope Valley — his beloved home for
more than 74 years. The greatest and most obvious change would have to be the decline in ranching activities, the drying of the
area.

Other hobbies which have claimed Arthur’s attention are hunting and fishing. He was a member of the Palmdale Fin and Feather
club for several years but strong work habits prevented his taking good advantage of the nearby fishing hole. However, for ten years
or so shortly after the war, he was sure to be camped at Crowley Lake or Hot Creek above Bishop with his fishing friends on the
opening day of fishing season.

It happened that on a trip north to visit sons and for Arthur to “wet a line,” we stopped in the parking lot of a wine tasting room
to have a bite of lunch in the camper. He carefully laid all his poles and reels on the roof so we could have room to eat. After we
finished, we rested a while then headed out again with all the fishing gear still on the top of the camper. It promptly fell onto the
road. When we remembered, found a place to turn around and hurried back not a sign could be found of any of Arthurs’ precious
fishing rods. “Someone grabbed them before they hit the pavement and bounced once” Arthur lamented. Our children took
advantage of every opportunity to restore this loss on Fathers’ Day, birthday and Christmas but strangely enough when the
cherished old gear vanished so did most of Arthur’s interest in fishing.

While we still lived on Big Rock, Arthur had the chance to buy a 300 Savage game hunting rifle with iron sights for $25.00 He had
three shot-guns which he used for pheasant, quail or doves and he had a little .22 Stevens single shot which had belonged to my
father. (When Edward got into hunting, Arthur gave him that special old firearm.) Arthur and his hunting friends, Norman Brown,
Red Trammel and Al Filar hunted for game birds in Bishop several seasons but it was one event which took place about 1946/°47
which we all remember with amusement. A state agency, probably the Fish and Game Department, was trying to get pheasants
established in the area west of Lancaster. There were many acres of wheat, alfalfa

and good natural food and cover to support the birds.

Shortly after the pen-raised pheasants were turned loose, a limited number of
hunters were allowed to go harvest some birds where the ranchers would grant
permission. This would, by the very nature of hunting, scatter the pheasant
throughout the area. Arthur got permission from Clarence to hunt on the Kelly
Ranch (at 90th west and Ave. D) and he, Edward and Al Filar went out one morning.
Eddie (10 or 11 years old) was skipping school for his first pheasant hunt.

Arthur had just shot a bird (they each got their limits that day) and while crossing
an alfalfa field to retrieve it, who should they meet but Robert Kindred the principal
of the Lancaster Grammar School! They all looked at each other in surprise and
Kindred recovered first. “If you won’t tell anybody, | won’t,” Kindred said. The z: ; : ;
excuse | wrote for Edward next morning: “Went hunting with his father,” was A suc cesyul :;[);v'm ant :-m'.vf,','f;';'Jl-f:f(,”;‘,',‘,f}' 1; Ill;:;f)l?, Valley
accepted without question as an excused absence by the school attendance office.

It may be well to add that pheasant hunting never got established in Antelope Valley: too many nests destroyed when the alfalfa
fields were mowed; too many hungry coyotes and too many out of season hunters all took their toll on those beautiful birds.
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Shortly after the turn of the century the Antelope [sic] once so plentiful in this great pasture land, were on their way to
extinction. Cattle were taking over and the cattlemen who dominated the Eastside were Edwin Robinson, Emery Kidd, Ed Fulp and
the Scofields. Several years ago Bill Scofield told me that the last roundup in the Antelope Valley took place near Lovejoy Springs
(Lake Los Angeles) in the spring of 1941 “with a big feed and an all night dance.” It was Harry Butterworth and Rollie [sic] Duntley
who ran their animals in the more central part of the valley; the Ritter Brothers and the Roof Brothers worked the Leona Valley
area while the Mexican/American Cattle Company, John Duhart, foreman, was prominent along with the Ralphs and the Barnes [sic]
in the Fairmont and the Frazier Mountain/Gorman area. As more settlement took place, sheep raisers took over: Juan Arrache,
Dominic Rica, Antone Saldubhere and Johnny Errea who is even now president of the California Wool Growers Association. Sheep
still graze in the valley.

At this point, a little theorizing on a related subject may be of interest: when the bountiful herds of antelope grazed the valley,
the favorite haunt of many were the rolling Antelope Buttes, 17 miles west of Lancaster where the State California Poppy Reserve is
now established. In the very nature of grazing, the animals were spreading gentle applications of fertilizer, pressing seeds (poppy
and other wildflowers) into the soil and making small indentation with their hoofs which would help retain any rain, be it August
cloudburst, an October shower or the usually sparse winter rains. When the cattle took over grazing the land they performed the
same useful functions; later the sheep also serviced the area as it sustained them. Had the sheep not be allowed to graze quite so
early in the year and had they not been allowed to continue so long on one area, | believe that each group of animals was beneficial
in the ways mentioned as well as in helping to control other plants and grasses which today threaten to choke out the poppies.
Arthur supported the establishment of the Poppy Reserve and is proud to have earned his 100 hour pin for serving during the
wildflower season as a docent, at the Jane S. Pinheiro building on the Reserve.

Now back to the changes: building and testing of aircraft at Palmdale and Muroc continued after WWII, and seemed in a short
time to dominate the whole valley. Great installations were constructed at Muroc and huge buildings arose just north of Palmdale.

This happened along with the continuing drop in the underground water level so some
CHOOSING IKE'S DINNER—Eleanor Conrad of . - . .
Lancaster helps Victor Ryckebosch, pioneer Ante- | ranchers nearest Lancaster especially, were willing to sell their land for housing tracts. The
lope Valley turkey rancher, choose a 35-pound tom Marble Dairy became the building site for the county sheriff and the courthouse. Arthur’s
long time neighbors to the north, Ole Olsen and Oscar Johnson sold their places on Ave. | to

's Turkey G
Ike S Ul’ ey I'OWH a builder who developed Tamarack Fair just east of the fairgrounds. And so it went — fewer
| A I v " green fields and more abandoned ranches waiting for “progress” to come build their way.
In n+e ope a ey Starting shortly after the war, Victor Ryckebosch became the kingpin in a far-spread
| President Eisenhower will get one of Antelope| thriving poultry enterprise. he furnished chicks and feed to a small army of growers; and
Valley's scientifically bred turkeys for his Thanksgiv- . . .
mz (ffnf,:,c,m Ny e CRAmA e he developed, dressed and marketed a fine broad breasted turkey which carried the
Victor Ryckebosch,  turkey { , is send- ; ;
A lklcl;”;i‘z-}i‘ucu:(i posl s pre A",;Tﬁfpp"\,saﬁfq, Lancaster label far and wide. The trucks, the processing plant and the many abandoned
Tutkey Growers Anpeistion. poultry growing houses stand idle and empty today. All thatis a
“The Pilgrims and the early
American Indians would hardly story which one day should find a teller. Seventeen miles to the
f:cl;::ror:ls;:;k:n::nki:d e east of Lancaster, Wilsona and Lovejoy Springs have sprouted a
ooy ey sy 4 grid of homesites five miles square. This would have astonished
deep broad breasts to insure & [§ d those early homesteaders even more than it has Arthur, who
| maxi of tender wh . s .
o f.",:‘,',",‘:,,'\;‘ o s, :.:,;' has seen that familiar desert area become Lake Los Angeles with
‘::qf’"‘:“]’:zlh“‘_”::m’.‘,":;"";”“kf no lake. Almond and apricot orchards in Quartz Hill which had
meat,” he said been a vital part of the whole agricultural picture have been
Ike’s bird will be one of the . .
taken over by subdivisions and home builders.

To digress a bit here: when we knew we were going to sell
the old Pickus ranch, we looked for a place in Quartz Hill as at
that time it was a lovely small community with the orchards and

the hillsides covered with blooms, with poppies and other
wildflowers in the springtime. (The place we bought and still
live in was a subdivided alfalfa field with two Joshua trees across

800,000 gobblers in Antelope
Valley's $3 million 1957 crop.

Side Note: These two
photos were from a
recent Facebook post
relating to Antelope

nor Conrsd of to be sent President Eisenhower for

pe Victor Ryckebosch, pimeer Ante- fiving dimne, Bird is from the Antelops T :y
iation.

Valley history. ops ricey raneher, choose s 35pound tom

“Victor Ryckebosch's million dollar east Lancaster turkey farm. 1957, Ryckebosch & Eleanor hand picked the
turkey sent to President Eisenhower.” https://www.facebook.com/search/top ?q=ryckebosch%20turke Page 3


http://www.kahs1959.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=ryckebosch%20turkey

ANTELOPE HORN December, 2025

Please notice: if you are receiving a hardcopy (black and white copy) of this
newsletter and would like to enjoy it in color, it is available at our website:
www.kahs1959.0rg.

the street to the north, and with wildflowers, sagebrush and burrowing owls growing contentedly to the south. Now, no Joshua
trees and acres of houses well established on every side.)

The Quartz Hill home did not work out but since Quartz Hill has been mentioned perhaps it is well to record here how that area
got that name. Arthur had nothing to do with that naming but he liked to take his bees there for the honey flow in the almond
blooming season. Also, he had worked for Victor Fairchild while at Newell’s Inc. Vic’s son, Otis and his wife, Bea, are faithful
members of the Antique Car Club and it was at one of the club’s outings that Bea Hoak Fairchild told us this little known story. Lloyd
Pike and his wife, Laura (Bea’s sister), are responsible for naming Quartz Hill. They came to Antelope Valley where Lloyd taught the
Air Cadets at Polaris Flight Academy during WWII; Lloyd loved to fly and as he flew over the area, he decided he would open his
own airport in a nice flat spot with a rounded hill to the south. This airport had changed hands several times but it still being used
40 years later.”

In the early days the community was named Bellview with the north east portion commonly referred to as Earl Station after the
big Early Ranch, producer of both almonds and apricots. When the officials came out to give the airport official status
and put it on the map, they asked Lloyd what he had named his airfield. He said, “l haven’t given it a name yet.” The men looked
around for some point that might help a pilot identify the landing field. One man pointed to the hill south of where they were
standing and asked, “What do you call that hill?”

“That’s Quartz Hill, “ Lloyd told him.

“Well,” the man answered, “This is Quartz Hill Airport.” And so it was that the whole community gradually adopted that name.

But changes keep coming even as | write: An article about the early days of Quartz Hill, the airport and the closing of the Quartz
Hill Airport was published last week (Sun., Sept. 11, 1988) in the Antelope Valley Press; but since this story is not, as far as | know,
published in any book, it may be well to record it in a more lasting place than the daily newspaper.

E Note: March Meeting - 4th Tuesday E
. Heads up - due to a special speaker arranged in cooperation with the Rosamond Library, it was necessary to re-schedule the .
. March, 2026 meeting to the Fourth Tuesday. No more details yet. Mark your calendars. This is for March only. .
'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.
Check out the KAHS videos which are available on YouTube. Or visit the website for more information
ww about Antelope Valley history. Copies of recent newsletters are available, as well as other information.
= Follow us on Facebook for reminders about meetings and other items of historical interest. You can
"> always contact us by email.
% Website: www.kahs1959.org S KAHS YouTube Vid htto://
Facebook: .facebook.com/KAHS 1959/ outube Videos. NUR./
X Facebook: www.facebook.com kahs1959.org/Videos/videos.htmi OV
% Email: info@kahs1959.org

Kern Antelope Historical Society - Membership Application

Mail to: Kern Antelope Historical Society Membership
PO Box 1255, Rosamond, CA 93560 Type Dues Amount Paid
Name Student $5
Mail Address Active Military $10
City, ST, Zip Individual $20
Phone Couple $25
Email Family $35
Date Business $35

¢ Club Year is June 1st through May 31st of the following year; new members, who pay after February 1st,
pay only half. Newsletter delivered by email unless mailed version specifically requested.
e Zelle: use either the email or phone number to pay with zelle: info@kahs1959.org or use 661-609-8757.
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The Kern ?lnte[oye Historical Society greatfy ay]oreciates its business members.
We ﬁcyoe you will support them and say thanks when You see them.

1816 Rosamond Blvd.

Rosamond, CA 93560 TV LAND REAL ESTATE
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Fax (661) 256-8476 Terry V. Landsiedel oo
License # 01021751
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For Sale by KAHS

Here Roamed the Antelope

Bears - Borax and Gold

Along the Rails from Lancaster to Mojave

The Antelopes Left and the Settle-ers Came

In Love with Life in Lancaster (Hard Times
1927-1932)

Antelope Valley Pioneers

Castles in the Valley — Shea’s Castle

A Page in the History of Antelope Valley: the Arthur
Pickus Story: His Home for Seventy Five Years

Mojave, A Rich History of Rails, Mining and Flight

Gold-Fever - 40 Years Digging Antelope Valley History

Antelope Valley News and Views During Part of the
Great Depression 1925-1935

WAVHS Books - $20 (*$18)
Video DVD - $15: Antelope Valley Yesteryears

Maps - $4 (*$3): Historic Settlers Circle Map
Online Book: Glimpse of the Prehistory of Antelope Valley

*Members’ Discount Prices in Parentheses

2025-2026
Executive Board
Officers:

President: Gretchen Winfrey winfrey3314@yahoo.com
Vice President: Delores Julian  ddjulirosa@yahoo.com

Secretary: Janet Winters poppiesrme@gmail.com
Co-Treasurers: Char Taylor Charlannegailtaylor@gmail.com
Lori Cruz Ipartoncruz@gmail.com

Directors At-Large:
Terry Landsiedel, Judy O’Loughlin & Chavonne Sladek

WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.org EMAIL: info@kahs1959.org

General Meetings:
Third Tuesday of the Month, September through June
5:30 pm - 2584 Felsite Ave, Rosamond, CA
(Exceptions: June, September & December -
Location to be announced)
Memberships:
$5—Student; $10—Active Military; $20—Individual;
$25—Couple; $35—Family; $35—Businesses

The Kern Antelope Historical Society was established in 1959 for the purpose of learning and preserving the history of California,
especially the Antelope Valley, which includes parts of Los Angeles and Kern counties. Speakers are invited to talk at our monthly
meetings about aspects of our various cultures. Subjects range from Indians of the past to the Space Age. Come join us to learn more
about the wonders of this area we live in and also meet some new people.

KERN ANTELOPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 1255
ROSAMOND, CA 93560

Since 1959

First Name Last Name

Home Address
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