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Newsletter of the Kern-Antelope Historical Society, Inc.
Member of the Conference of California Historical Societies
January, 2026

Meetings: Hello to all our Kern Antelope Historical Society Members and
Regular Meetings: Friends.
* 3rd Tuesday of the month (except July, % What: Regular Meeting

August); 5:30 pm. % When: Tuesday, January 20th (3rd Tuesday)
* Rosamond Public Library - % Time: 5:30 pm

3611 Rosamond Blvd, Rosamond, CA % Where: Rosamond Public Library, Rosamond, CA
Board Meetings: <% Speaker: Barbara Schultz - “Women’s Role in Aviation History”
* 4th Thursday of the month as needed; WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.0rg

4 pm; all are welcome, email for EMAIL: info@kahs1959.org

directions to location. FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/KAHS1959/

President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January
1, 1863, as the nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The
proclamation declared "that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious
states "are, and henceforward shall be free.” (https://www.archives.qov/ §
exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation)

Barbara Schultz has a passion for aviation and preserving it’s history. Her “career as an aviation historian began following a
trip to South America. Looking for a new challenge, she signed up for flying lessons. Nearby Fox Field in Lancaster, California
served her well.” Her final check ride for her pilot’s license was with Bill Barnes, son of Pancho Barnes. Later, when Bill was
killed in a plane crash, she got his and Pancho’s memorabilia, quite a resource.

She has consulted on many projects, including movies and documentaries. Schultz is a member of the Ninety-Nines,
which is an organization of women pilots. (Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots,
the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for
the fun of it!”) She is also a Director at Large for the Antelope Valley Rural Museum.

Barbara and her husband live on their own airport near Lancaster. “Aviation is
more than a hobby for the two pilots. It is a life style,” as she states in her Bio for
Pioneering Aviation in Kern County 1910-1945, one of her books, copyrighted in
2019.

For more information, check out her website at: littlebuttesbooks.com.

Author & Speaker Barbara Schultz Photo and information from the website.
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The following article is a chapter from the KAHS book, HERE
ROAMED THE ANTELOPE (pp 60-64), which was written in 1963.
Note: italicized comments, in brackets, are mine. Keep in mind this
narrative was written in 1963. Here is almost a hundred years of
history in the Antelope Valley, brought down to a few pages.

The artwork from the title page was done by John W. Burgess,
who did a number of pieces for our KAHS books. “John W. Burgess
(1911-1992) was a unique American artist known for his detailed
watercolor paintings, especially of automotive racing and aviation,
with strong ties to Southern California (including Edwards AFB and
Orange County) as a racer, curator, and artist who captured the
spirit of the American West and mid-century mechanics, leaving
behind a legacy of dynamic art and automotive history.” from a
Google search.

A CHRONOLOGICAL REVIEW OF DATES IMPORTANT IN ANTELOPE VALLEY HISTORY
by Glen A. Settle

Antelope Valley was named for the great herds of fleet-footed Antelope that roamed its foothills.

Here is a brief description of the valley from an early issue of the Antelope Valley Ledger-Gazette: “The Antelope Valley is a
great saucer, elliptical in shape, bounded by the Tehachapi mountains on the north, by the Santa Ynez mountains on the west, and
the Sierra Madre mountains on the south; the eastern end of the valley extends to the western edge of the great Mojave Desert.”

The first inhabitants of Antelope Valley were Indians of the Piute [sic] and other tribes. The largest camps were located in the
foothills of the Little Rock area, to the south, around the Elizabeth Lake area to the west, in the Lovejoy Springs area to the east,
and in the Willow Springs area to the north.

Recorded history of Antelope Valley began in the late 1700’s and was marked by the visits of many famous travelers.

1772—Capt. Pedro Fages came across the southern part of the valley and crossed into Leones Valley. (The Indians told of white
people before this time, who they thought were deserters from the Spanish Armies in the south, but none of their names

were left to go down in history.

1776—Father Garces came from the San Fernando Mission, crossing through the west end of Edward Fitzgerald Beale ~ Blazing
the West — Legends of America

the Valley and through Willow Springs. [1776—the year the Declaration was adopted Beale Wagon Road
by the Thirteen Colonies. jlw] hitps://www.legendsofamerica.com,

1827—Jedediah Smith and party came through the west end of the Valley and through

Willow Springs.
1844—John C. Fremont and party came through the west end of the Valley and Willow
Springs. In this party was the famous scout Kit Carson.

1849—Rogers and Manly came through the Valley on their 300 mile walk to Los Angeles
trying to get help for the Jayhawker party which they had left behind in Death
Valley. When they returned with supplies and the party moved south, they camped
at Willow Springs.

1857—Lt. Edward Beale came through the Valley along the southern end, heading for Ft.
Tejon with his famous camel caravan.
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1860’s—The first settlers came into the area and chose the Elizabeth Lake region and the southern foothills of the Tehachapi
mountains for their ranching activities.

1868-76—Silver bullion was shipped from the Cerro Gordo mine, through Willow Springs and across the west end of the Valley by
Remi Nadeau and other freight lines. Borax also was hauled along the same route from John Searles’ Borax plant at Searles
Lake to San Pedro Harbor.

1869—The first permanent school was established in the area at Elizabeth Lake.

1870-1914—Many colonies came into the Valley. Some of the best known were: Wicks,
Manzana, Chicago, Kingsbury, John Brown, Old Palmdale, Almondale, and Llano.

1876—The Southern Pacific completed their railroad through the Valley and the Golden
Spike was driven by Charles Crocker at Lang Station, in Soledad Canyon, on Sept.
5, 1876. [The Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society has a great really great
article about the completion of the railroad at Lang in this online article: https://
scvhistory.com/scvhistory/qolden-spike-centennial-best.htm | [At right]

1876-1882—The towns of Lancaster, Palmdale and Rosamond started to build around
the new Southern Pacific railroad sections. Mr. M. L. Wicks started the town of
Lancaster. In 1880 he sold the land to Mr. J. P. Ward. Mr. Ward sold most of the
land then to B. F. Carter in 1900. The first settlement of Palmdale was about tWo 44, depot at Lang Station, closed in 1968, tor
miles east of the present town. New Palmdale started when the S.P. railroad line down shortly after, even though having been
came through. Rosamond became a shipping point for the early day cattlemen named a historical landmark.
and miners when the S.P. railroad was completed through the Valley.

1880-1910—Cattle raising was the big industry in the Valley during this period. Mr. Harry
Butterworth had many thousands of head roaming the Valley. Ted Atmore, Rawley
Duntley, Forrest Patterson, Emery Kidd, George Kinton and others were young
cattlemen helping to round up the herds. [At right]

1880’s—The Goddes and other pioneer families began to settle around the Quartz Hill area.

1882-1885—The Valley lost almost one-half of its approximately 30,000 head of Antelope
during this period. Unusually heavy snows in the mountains and on the floor of the
Valley drove the Antelope toward their normal feeding grounds in the eastern part of
the Valley. Since they would not cross the railroad tracks, many of them starved,
others were attacked by coyotes and wildcats, or made easy targets for hunters. Rawley Duntley (left) and Ted Atmore

1885—The first weekly newspaper was published in the Valley. it was called The Lancaster (right) on horseback.
News. In later years there was the Ledger and the Gazette, which later became
today’s Antelope Valley Ledger-Gazette. [The Ledger-Gazette ended publication in 1983, after almost a 100 years.]

1890’s—Everett Martin and other pioneer families settled in the Little Rock area.

1894—Ezra Hamilton discovered gold in Antelope Valley on the north side of Crandall Hill, later called Hamilton Hill, and at present
time known as Burton’s Tropico Hill. His first major discovery was not until 1896 after which he built his first stamp mill.

1900—Ezra Hamilton started building a health resort at Willow Springs and a few years later constructed the hotel and other
buildings in Rosamond, using the rock from his mine and surrounding hills.

1902 —First of many speed records was set on Rosamond Dry Lake. This record was set by a sailboat with wheels.

1904—William Burton was the first to use a gasoline engine to pump water from his well. Other farmers soon followed this method
of pumping. This method was very successful, as for years they had depended on water from artesian wells. This was the
beginning of a great Alfalfa industry which was to make the valley become one of the biggest producers of Alfalfa in
California. [William, from England, farmed in the Del Sur area and was the father of the Burton Bros.]
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1905-1920’s—Were the years of the big jack rabbit drives in the Valley. These drives became necessary when the rabbits would
become so thick that they would destroy many acres of the farmers’ rich crops.

1905-1913—The Los Angeles-Inyo Aqueduct was constructed across the Valley.

1910—The Corum family homesteaded the west side of Rodgers Dry Lake. A small town, which is Corum spelled backwards, grew
up and was called Muroc. At the present time this area is known as Edwards.

1912—The first established bank, the Bank of Lancaster, opened its doors in Lancaster.

1912 —Antelope Valley High School was founded to provide facilities for students in this new growing area. In 1915 the first
graduating class consisted of four students; the first yearbook was printed called “The Yucca” [see end of article]; and the
first outside athletic event occurred between the Antelope High . o ]
baseball team and San Fernando High. In 1916 the AV.H.S. football 1511‘?%ﬁ;ﬁ%&'}%‘é;ﬁ,ﬂgf:ﬁ zitlgg/'}fm;w?g?g}éﬂﬁ%%/
team played San Fernando High. Before this the Valley towns had groups/fromtheav/posts/10165769297490654/)
their own baseball teams and enjoyed big rivalries with each other.

1914—The Pacific Light and Power Company brought the first electric power
lines into the Valley. This company later sold to the present Southern
California Edison Company.

1915—The first Fair was held in Lancaster.

1916—The first oiled road was started from Saugus and was finished into the
south end of the Valley in 1918.

1926-33—Many auto speed records were made on Rosamond and Muroc Dry
Lakes. One of these was the record set by Tommy Milton in a Miller
Special racing car. [At right.]

1929—Classes started at Antelope Valley Junior College. The first outside athletic contest was a basketball game with Trona in
1931.

1931-36—These were the years of Whit Carter’s famous Lancaster All Stars Basketball teams. They competed with the best teams
in California. One team defeated the Pasadena Majors, who were the Pacific
Coast A.A.U. champs at the time. In 1936 the All Stars were in the Southern
California Major A.A.U. League which included the Universal Picture five that
went on to become National A.A.U. champs and also to become the Olympic
Games champs. [At right]

1933—The first permanent camp of the U.S. Air Force was established at Muroc Dry
Lake. This and the later established Plant 42 at Palmdale, became the major
cause of the great population growth of the Valley. The name of this base was
changed in 1950 from Muroc Air Force Base to Edwards Air Force Base.

1934-42—The years of the big gold mining boom in the Rosamond and Mojave areas.
The Burton Brothers, Clifford and Cecil, who had acquired the Tropico mine by
this time, were big producers of the precious metal during this period.

Photo of Whit Carter's famous Lancaster All Star basketball team in the early 1930's. This team earned a reputation as one of the
strongest quintets on the Pacific Coast when they defeated the Pasadena Majors who were Pacific Coast A.A.U. Champions at that time. In
1936 the All Stars were in the Southern California Major A.A.U. League which included the Universal Picture team, which went on to
become National A.A.U. Champions and then later to become the Olympic Games Champions. Mr. Carter devoted much of his early life to
help and encourage the young men of Antelope Valley in all phases of sports and to encourage them to further their education. Frank
Rutledge in his memories mentions Whit Carter, top row far right, Morgan "Red" Trammel, front row fourth from left, Glen Settle, back
row second from left and Irving "Sock" Settle, front row center. Forrest Godde, front row far right, is a successful rancher today and still
lives in Antelope Valley. Photo furnished by Don Hatfield Jr.
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1942-43—The first U.S. jet airplane was flown in tests
over the Valley from Muroc Air Force Base.

1947 —Capt. Charles Yeager, flying over the Valley from
Muroc Air Force Base in XI Bell aircraft, was the
first man to break through the sound barrier.

1948—A new world speed record of 670.98 mph was
established by Major Richard Johnson in a fully
armed and equipped F-86, at Edwards Air Force
Base. Since this time many records have been
broken and “firsts” were made at this base as it
has become world famous.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.
Remember: March Meeting - 4th Tuesday
Heads up - due to a special speaker arranged in
cooperation with the Rosamond Library, it is necessary
to re-schedule the
March, 2026 meeting to the Fourth Tuesday. No more
. details yet. Mark your calendars. This is for March only.

Alissa Lynch & Manzanar - Youtube Video
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The first buildings at Antelope Valley Union High School, shortly after
1915. Note the Joshua tree on right. The school yearbook "Yucca"
received its name from this tree. Photo courtesy of the late Alice E.

Burton, who donated this copy to the Gold Camp Museum collection.

Due to concerns about privacy laws, the Kern Antelope Historical Society is unable to make a public posting of Alisa Lynch and her
presentation on Manzanar and the many personal stories she shared about numerous residents at the relocation center. But the

Joyces have agreed to share the meeting recorded for the Rosamond News so here is the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ynArWmYXAns. Thank you very much to the Rosamond News and John and Gayle.

"‘5 always contact us by email.

% Website: www.kahs1959.0org

% Email: info@kahs1959.org

Check out the KAHS videos which are available on YouTube. Or visit the website for more information
W“I\U about Antelope Valley history. Copies of recent newsletters are available, as well as other information.
= Follow us on Facebook for reminders about meetings and other items of historical interest. You can

. % KAHS YouTube Videos: http://
% Facebook: www.facebook.com/KAHS1959/ kahs1959.ora/Videos/videos.html

Kern Antelope Historical Society - Membership Application

Mail to: Kern Antelope Historical Society Membership
PO Box 1255, Rosamond, CA 93560 Type

Name Student
Mail Address Active Military
City, ST, Zip Individual
Phone Couple
Email Family
Date Business

¢ Club Year is June 1st through May 31st of the following year; new members, who pay after February 1st,
pay only half. Newsletter delivered by email unless mailed version specifically requested.

e Zelle: use either the email or phone number to pay with zelle: info@kahs1959.org or use 661-609-8757.

Dues Amount Paid
$5

$10

$20

$25

$35

$35
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The Kern ?lnte[oye Historical Society greatfy ay]oreciates its business members.
We ﬁcyoe you will support them and say thanks when You see them.
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For Sale by KAHS

Here Roamed the Antelope

Bears - Borax and Gold

Along the Rails from Lancaster to Mojave

The Antelopes Left and the Settle-ers Came

In Love with Life in Lancaster (Hard Times
1927-1932)

Antelope Valley Pioneers

Castles in the Valley — Shea’s Castle

Pickus Story: His Home for Seventy Five Years
Mojave, A Rich History of Rails, Mining and Flight

Great Depression 1925-1935

WAVHS Books - $20 (*$18)
Video DVD - $15: Antelope Valley Yesteryears
Maps - $4 (*$3): Historic Settlers Circle Map

*Members’ Discount Prices in Parentheses

A Page in the History of Antelope Valley: the Arthur

Gold-Fever - 40 Years Digging Antelope Valley History
Antelope Valley News and Views During Part of the

Online Book: Glimpse of the Prehistory of Antelope Valley

2025-2026

Executive Board
Officers:

President: Gretchen Winfrey winfrey3314@yahoo.com

Vice President: Delores Julian  ddjulirosa@yahoo.com

Secretary: Janet Winters poppiesrme@gmail.com

Co-Treasurers: Char Taylor Charlannegailtaylor@gmail.com
Lori Cruz Ipartoncruz@gmail.com

Directors At-Large:
Terry Landsiedel, Judy O’Loughlin & Chavonne Sladek

WEBSITE: www.kahs1959.org EMAIL: info@kahs1959.org

General Meetings:
Third Tuesday of the Month, September through June
5:30 pm - 2584 Felsite Ave, Rosamond, CA
(Exceptions: June, September & December -
Location to be announced)
Memberships:
$5—Student; $10—Active Military; $20—Individual;
$25—Couple; $35—Family; $35—Businesses

The Kern Antelope Historical Society was established in 1959 for the purpose of learning and preserving the history of California,
especially the Antelope Valley, which includes parts of Los Angeles and Kern counties. Speakers are invited to talk at our monthly
meetings about aspects of our various cultures. Subjects range from Indians of the past to the Space Age. Come join us to learn more
about the wonders of this area we live in and also meet some new people.

KERN ANTELOPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 1255
ROSAMOND, CA 93560

Since 1959

Home Address
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